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DorkiiMS 

"You  will  simply  disappear  and  your 
clothes  will  be  found  on  a  beach;  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  people  go  swimming;  in  the 
sea  and  do  not  return,  that’s  all;  no 
law  will  help  you.  You  are  in  our 
hands  and  you  have  no  choice  but  to 
submit  to  us,  if  you  ever  want  to  see 
your  wife  and  daughter  again." 

The  threat  was  uttered  by  Soviet 
agents  who  kidnaped  Elyahu  Hazan,  an 
attache  at  the  Israel  Embassy  in  Mos¬ 
cow  since  1965,  while  visiting  a  Jewish 
friend  in  Odessa.  In  26  hours  of  inter¬ 
rogation  and  pressure,  they  attempted 
to  make  him  a  spy  for  Russia.  He  was 
finally  released. 

Western  observers  believe  that  Rus¬ 
sians  may  be  preparing  a  new  assault 
on  Russia’s  3,000,000  Jews,  who,  de¬ 
spite  the  resentment  and  obstacles  of 
the  Soviet  authorities,  gave  visiting 
Israel  delegates  to  the  recent  Youth 
Festival  a  passionate  and  emotional 
reception  which  surprised  everyone  and 
demonstrated  that  Soviet  Jews,  both 
old  and  young,  despite  40  years  of  Com¬ 
munist  indoctrination  and  oppresssion, 
have  not  lost  their  love  of  Zion.  Soviet 
authorities  may  now  crack  down  and 
may  have  sought  information  from 
Hasan  about  their  potential  victims. 

Officially,  Moscow  insisted  that  Ha¬ 
san  was  questioned  because  he  had  been 
attempting  to  circulate  anti-Soviet 
literature.  But  Pravda,  confirming  the 
general  impression  that  anti-Semitism 
has  taken  strong  root  in  Soviet  official 
Ufe,  denounced  Hasan’s  charge  as  a 
fabrication  along  the  lines  of  American 
comics,  and  stridently  and  shamelessly 
smeared  Israel’s  people. 

Anns  for  Tunisia 

There  was  a  sudden  crisis  in  Western 
relations  with  President  Habib  Bour- 
guiba  of  Tunisia,  who  has  been  hailed 
as  the  most  effective  rival  to  Nasser 
because  he  scorns  Moscow. 

Bourguiba  has  been  having  difficulty 
getting  arms.  The  U.  S.  has  been  re¬ 
luctant  to  provide  them  because  of 
(CoKtinxud  on  page  S8) 


Saud  Fails  the  U.S. 


There  is  a  widely-believed  myth  that  King  Saud  is  a  foe  of  Com¬ 
munism  and  that  Saudi  Arabia  is  a  logical,  reliable  standard-bearer 
for  America  and  the  West. 

Washington  has  hopefully  looked  to  Saud  to  lead  a  coaliti<m  of 
allegedly  pro-Westem  Arabs  in  isolating  Egypt  and  Syria. 

The  oil-rich  monarch  has  now  declined  the  role.  He  has  demon¬ 
strated  that  he  adheres  to  Nasser’s  doctrine  of  “positive  neutralism,” 
which  the  Russians  find  so  useful,  and  that  he  does  not  share  our  alarm 
over  Syria,  which  the  Russians  find  so  amenable. 

• 

H  Item  One — In  the  first  UN  roll  call  this  fall,  Saudi  Arabia  refused 
to  join  60  other  nations  in  censuring  the  Soviet  Union  for  its  armed 
suppression  of  the  anti-Communist  uprising  in  Hungary  last  fall. 
Saudi  Arabia  joined  Egypt,  Syna  and  Yemen  in  abstaining.  Her 
neutralism  was  the  more  conspicuous  because  other  Moslem  states, 
Iraq,  Iran,  Jordan,  Lebanon,  Libya,  Morocco,  Sudan  and  Tunisia,  sup¬ 
port^  the  resolution. 

^  Item  Two — In  the  Near  East  propaganda  war,  Moscow  and  Syria 
have  tried  to  picture  the  U.S.  as  the  aggressor.  Saudi  Arabia  gave 
color  to  this*  anti-U.S.  theme  when  Cairo  reported  on  Sept.  21  that 
Saud  had  promised  Egypt  and  Syria  that  he  would  give  full  support 
to  the  Syrians  “against  any  aggression”  and  that  Saudi  Arabia  still 
adhered  to  its  military  pact  with  them. 

^■Item  Three — The  U.S.  fears  that  Jordan,  Lebanon,  Iraq  and  Turkey 
are  all  menaced  by  the  Communist  coup  in  Syria.  All  four  fear  it,  too. 
On  Sept.  19,  the  Jordanian  government  charged  that  Syria  had  inter¬ 
fered  in  her  domestic  affairs  and  had  even  encouraged  plots  to  assas¬ 
sinate  her  leaders.  Next  day.  King  Hussein  attacked  Syria’s  rulers 
as  “subversive  tools”  of  international  communism  and  warned  that 
the  present  regime  in  Syria  “endangers  the  whole  Arab  world.”  But 
Saudi  Arabia  minimizes  the  danger,  contradicts  and  discredits  our 
view.  Crown  Prince  Faisal,  Saud’s  brother,  met  President  Eisenhower 
on  Sept.  23,  and  then  told  the  press  that  Syria  is  no  threat.  “There  is  no 
danger,”  he  said.  “There  is  no  Arab  countiy  which  will  endanger 
the  security  of  any  other  Arab  country.” 

Item  Four — ^Two  days  later,  Soviet-built  planes  escorted  Saud  to  an 
uproarious  welcome  in  Damascus.  He  met  President  Kuwatly.  Then 
he  brought  Prime  Minister  Aly  Jawdat  of  Iraq,  the  first  visit  of  an 
Iraqi  prime  minister  to  Damascus  in  many  years.  In  climax,  he  re¬ 
iterate  his  pledge  of  support  to  Syria. 

Obviously,  Saud  is  playing  the  part  of  mediator.  He  will  prob¬ 
ably  continue  his  promiMd  sul^dy  to  Jordan  (the  next  $7  milUon  in¬ 
stallment  is  due  today)  but  he  won’t  break  with  Eg3rpt  and  Syria, 
which  control  the  routes  over  which  his  oil  must  travel. 

His  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  two  Communist-backed  coun¬ 
tries  has  complicated  American  efforts  to  resist  Communist  penetoa- 
tion  of  the  region,  and  constitutes  a  set-back  for  American  ^licy. 
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The  Syrian  criaie  has  deepened  be¬ 
cause  the  U.  S.  has  suffered  a  succession 
of  propaganda  defeats,  and  its  prestige 
has  declined  in  the  Near  East. 

Ever  since  the  Communist  coup  in 
Syria  our  government  has  attempt^  to 
focus  Arab  attention  on  the  perils  of 
life  as  a  Soviet  satellite;  to  bolster 
Syria's  Arab  neighbors;  to  organize  a 
coalition  of  Arab  states  which  would, 
in  effect,  quarantine  Syria. 

The  U.  S.  acted  after  Deputy  Under 
Secretary  of  State  Loy  Henderson  re¬ 
ported  that  Syria’s  neighbors  were 
gravely  alarmed.  It  is  not  likely  that 
he  misunderstood  them,  although  it  is 
possible  that  they  may  have  exploited 
his  fears  of  Communist  subversion  in 
order  to  blackmail  the  U.  S.  into  ac¬ 
celerating  aid  and  favor. 

But  Syria  countered  Henderson’s  re¬ 
port  and  Washington’s  dramatic  reac¬ 
tion  by  sending  notes  to  its  Arab 
neighbors  asking  whether  they  had 
really  expressed  such  fears  aboi4  ber. 
And,  to  the  dismay  of  official  Washing¬ 
ton,  Syria  scored  a  propaganda  coup 
by  securing  disavowals.  Most  Arab 
states  lined  up  in  defense  of  Syria’s 
policies,  and  in  criticism  of  our  own. 

Our  propaganda  reverses  began  when 
the  Syrians  charged  that  American 
diplomats  plotted  to  overthrow  the 
Syrian  regime.  Ten  army  men,  in¬ 
cluding  former  Dictator  Adib  Shishek- 
ly,  have  been  indicted.  Our  government 
denied  the  charges,  but  most  Arabs  be¬ 
lieve  them. 


Hm  Arms  Itocoiled 


Our  major  blunder,  however,  was 
the  theatrical  flight  of  Globemasters 
and  Flying  Boxcars  carrying  recoilless 
anti-tank  rifles  to  Jordan. 

Our  purpose  was  to  demonstrate  that 
if  Syria  was  to  get  arms  from  the 
Kremlin,  we  would  strengthen  Jordan, 
and  that  if  Syria  attempted  to  over¬ 
throw  King  Hussein,  either  by  invasion 
or  subversion,  his  army  would  be  strong 
enough  to  resist.  With  extravagant  exr 
hibitionism,  we  built  bleachers  in  Am¬ 
man  so  that  American  diplomats  and 
Jordan  leaders  could  watch  the  airlift. 

Syrians  and  Egyptians  may  accept 
arms  from  the  USSR  and  explain  that 
their  purpose  is  to  vanquish  Israel.  The 
Moscow  radio  obligingly  synchronizes 
arms  shipments  and  anti-Israel  venom. 

But  when  the  U.  S.  provides  arms  to 
Jordan,  the  Arab  world  knows  that  the 
U.  S.  does  not  intend  that  its  weapons 
should  be  used  against  Israel.  Our 
ambassador  to  Jordan  observed  that 
the  rifles  could  knock  out  the  heaviest 
Russian-made  tanks.  There  are  strings 
on  American  aid,  and  Secretary  Dulles, 
in  response  to  newsmen,  was  careful  to 


. . .  Syria  Gains  Support 


point  out  that  the  U.  S.  doesn’t  expect 
these  arms  to  be  used  for  aggressive 
purposes  against  IsraeL 

Then,  against  whom  are  they  to  be 
used?  Either  to  put  down  an  uprising 
against  the  King.  Or  against  Syria. 
In  other  words,  agtinst  brother  Arabs. 

The  Moscow,  Damascus  and  Cairo 
radios  all  assailed  the  U.  S.  General 
Bizri,  of  Syria,  who  salutes  President 
Nasser  as  his  commander-in-chief, 
charged  that  the  U.  S.  intends  to  attack 
Syria,  using  troops  of  other  nations, 
that  Turkish  troops  were  concentrated 
on  Syria’s  frontiers,  at  the  command 
of  Henderson,  and  tl^t  U.  S.  warships 
had  steamed  to  within  nine  miles  of  the 
Syrian  coast.  The  U.  S.  was  branded 
as  the  disrupter  of  the  Middle  East, 
trying  to  set  Arab  against  Arab. 

Jordan  officials  were  embarrassed  and 
were  constrained  to  regret  that  it  was 
’’bad  luck”  that  the  arms  arrived  at 
such  an  abnormal  time. 

Forgetting  all  the  harsh  accusations 
the  Amman  radio  had  hurled  at  Syria 
and  Cairo  in  the  preceding  dajrs.  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Samir  Rifa’i  changed  his 
tone  and  reassured  the  Arab  world  that 
the  American  arms  were  for  iise — ^not 
against  Syria — but  against  Israel. 

From  all  Arab  capitals  there  came 
sharp  criticism  of  the  American  airlift. 
Many  veteran  observers  questioned  its 
wisdom. 

Nautralism  Wins 

The  third  propaganda  reverse  came 
with  the  defection  of  Saudf  Arabia. 
From  the  begining.  Sand  proved  diffi¬ 
cult.  He  rejected  a  proposal  for  a 
summit  conference  with  Lebanon,  Iraq 
and  Jordan,  insisting  that  there  could 
be  no  Arab  meeting  without  Nasser  or 
President  Kuwatly  of  Syria.  He  point¬ 
edly  disassociated  himself  from  our 
position  in  a  series  of  acts  and  state¬ 
ments  which  culminated  in  his  Damas¬ 
cus  pledge  on  Sept.  27.  Sand  said: 

“I  wish  to  declare  without  ambiguity 
or  doubt,  and  with  the  sincerity  for 
which  I  am  known  to  my  Syrian  brothers 
and  to  Arabs  in  general,  that  I  deplore 
every  aggression  on  Syria  and  on  any 
other  Arab  country  from  whatever 
source  it  comes  and  that  I  will  oppose 
with  my  Syrian  brothers  and  with  the 
other  Arabs  any  aggression  against  them 
and  against  their  independence  irreqiec. 
tive  of  its  source.” 

Saud  has  every  reason  to  oppose  the 
present  regime  in  Syria.  Acting  De¬ 
fense  Minister  Khaled  Azm  last  summer 
called  Saud  an  imperialist  tool  and  re- 
fused  to  apologise. 

But  Saud,  like  most  Arab  leaders, 
wants  to  be  neutral  in  the  cold  war. 
The  Arab  states  are  jealous  of  their 


sovereignty,  and  fearful  lest  they  be¬ 
come  pawns  in  the  East-West  conflict 
(They  were  neutral  in  World  War  II, 
until  they  found  out  who  was  going  to 
win.)  They  see  nothing  incongruous  in 
accepting  favors  from  the  Kremlin. 
These  are  easy  to  take.  The  Soviet 
Union  gives  aid,  without  strings.  Or 
so  it  seems.  It  a^  for  no  commitments 
except  the  commitment  to  be  neutral. 
And  on  all  the  political  issues  which 
involve  the  Arabs,  in  all  their  conflicts 
with  Israel,  England,  France  and  any 
other  western  power,  the  Kremlin  aims 
to  please  with  a  reckless  demagogy. 
It  sides  with  the  Arabs.  That  costs 
nothing  but  disorder,  and  disorder  is 
what  the  C<Mnmuni8t8  want. 

There  is  speculation  that  Sand  may 
have  rejected  our  line  on  Syria  because 
of  dissatisfaction  with  the  U.  S.  on 
other  issues.  He  may  be  annoyed  with 
us  beceuse,  as  always,  his  luxury-loving 
court  keeps  him  broke.  He  needs  money, 
and  the  |26  million  in  economic  aid  we 
promised  him  last  January  became 
snarled  in  parleys  which  Americana 
found  more  difficult  than  negotiating 
with  the  Russians.  Moreorsr,  we  have 
rejected  his  oft-reiterated  demand  that 
we  acknowledge  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba  to 
be  a  sacred  Moslem  waterway,  not  to  be 
deflled  by  the  Israelis. 

Is  Saud  afraid  of  Syria  because  his 
oil  must  flow  across  her  borders  and 
does  he  feel  compelled  to  swallow  his 
annoyance?  The  Arab  states  are  now 
quarreling  over  the  division  of  pipeline 
profits. 

The  most  charitable  interpretation 
offered  in  Washington  is  that  Saud, 
and  other  Arab  leaders,  secretly  agree 
with  our  appraisal  of  the  Syrian  danger 
but  disapprove  of  our  tactics.  Saud 
may  think  that  Syria  may  stiU  be  liber¬ 
ated  from  its  pro-Communist  leaders  if 
we  will  be  less  iMlligerent,  exhibit 
patience  and,  perhaps,  leave  it  to  Saud. 

Presumably  he  is  exaggerating  the 
influence  of  the  few  conservatives  like 
Kuwatly  who  still  hold  office,  but  who 
no  longer  hold  power.  Washington 
officials  believe  that  Saud  does  not 
appreciate  the  extent  of  Syria's  peril. 
It  now  appears  that  he  does  not  live 
up  to  specifications.  Apparently,  his 
opposition  to  (Communism  is  purely  do¬ 
mestic.  Besrond  his  borders,  he  is  a 
neutralist,  interested  in  selling  oil. 

Jordan  in  Dangor 

The  danger  to  Jordan  is  now  very 
great  The  King  is  unpopular  and  the 
Parliament  which  is  being  recalled  on 
Oct  7,  has  never  approved  his  cabinet. 
Elected  last  Octol^r,  the  Parliament 
was  suspended  for  three  months  last 
June  21.  However  10  of  the  40  mem. 
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berg  haTe  been  purged — arrested  or 
exiled — and  the  constitution  provides 
that  an  absolute  majority  is  needed 
to  bring  the  cabinet  down.  The  present 
government  needs  only  10  votes  in  Par¬ 
liament  to  survive,  and  it  probably  has 
them,  thanks  to  ^e  purges. 

Jordan  is  running  out  of  cash  and 
will  soon  need  another  |10  million  on 
top  of  the  ISO  million  idilch  our  Govern¬ 
ment  promised  earlier  this  year.  Ac¬ 
tually,  Jordan  needs  cash  more  than 
arms,  but  it  is  reported  that  we  are 
continuing  our  arms  shipments  despite 
the  criticism.  Arms  are  going  into 
Jordan  from  another  source.  The  Gov¬ 
ernment  recently  discovered  a  substan¬ 
tial  shipment  of  Cxech-made  arms, 
smuggled  from  Syria. 

How  loyal  is  the  Army?  Jordan  has 
been  jailing  soldiers  who  were  accused 
last  April  of  plotting  to  assassinate 
Hussein  and  to  overthrow  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  establish  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  Among  those 
who  have  been  tried  in  absentia  are 
the  two  former  Chiefs  of  Staff,  Major 
General  Ali  Abu  Nuwar  and  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  Major  General  Ali  Hayari  (each 
drew  a  16  year  sentence)  who  took 
refuge  in  Damascus  and  Cairo  last 
spring  and  who  are  now  conveniently 
close  to  lead  an  army  revolt. 

Lebanon,  Iraq  .  .  .  Israel 

Despite  the  brittle  facade  of  Arab 
unity  which  Saud  erected  in  Damascus 
last  week,  Lebanon  also  feels  herself 
to  be  in  grave  danger.  She  does  not 
have  Jordan’s  financial  problems  and 
she  is  a  coastal  state,  and  the  American 
fleet  is  close  to  Beirut.  But  there  is 
internal  opposition  and  last  week  the 
government  prepared  to  try  400  per. 
sons'  for  the  riots  which  resulted  in 
nine  fatalities  last  May  30.  The  400 
include  former  premiers,  Saeb  Salaam 
and  Abdullah  Al-Yafi,  who  resigned 
from  the  government  in  sympathy  with 
Nasser  during  the  Suez  conflict  because 
Lebanon  would  not  break  with  Brit¬ 
ain  and  France. 

As  in  Jordan,  arms  smuggling  from 
Syria  into  Lebanon  has  increased. 
Three  Lebanese  policemen  and  eight 
Syrian  smugglers  were  killed  in  a 
clash  on  Sept.  12. 

If  Hussein  falls,  and  Nasser-Bizri 
forces  take  command  of  Jordan,  Leb¬ 
anon  would  be  an  easy  prey.  Iraq 
would  be  isolated.  Were  Syria  and 
Egypt  thus  to  obtain  control  over  Jor¬ 
dan  and  Lebanon,  the  neutralist  of¬ 
fensive  could  then  take  three  different 
courses.  It  could  launch  a  subversive 
campaign  against  oil-rich  Iraq,  it  could 
join  the  Russians  in  a  pincer  move 
against  Turkey,  or  it  could  open  an 
all-Arab  holy  war  against  Israel. 

Turkey  regards  herself  as  endan¬ 
gered  because  she  is  almost  surrounded 
by  (Tommunist-equipped  forces.  More¬ 
over,  Russia  has  sought  to  intimidate 
her.  On  Sept.  13,  Premier  Bulganin 
charged  that  Turkey  was  massing 
troops  on  Syria’s  borders. 

Locally,  Israel  is  in  grreater  danger 
than  any  of  the  Arab  states  since  all 


Arabs  unite  in  the  desire  for  her  liqui¬ 
dation,  and  if  Syria  wants  to  capture 
leadership  and  mobilize  all  Arabs  un¬ 
der  her  banner,  she  may  attack  Israel*. 
A  military  dictatorship  must  keep  mov¬ 
ing  to  retain  power  and  there  is  the 
temptation  to  use  the  new  weapons. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Arab  world 
has  not  forgotten  Nasser’s  defeat.  An 
attack  on  Israel  could  prove  a  hazard¬ 
ous  adventure.  And  since  the  Rus¬ 
sians  find  Israel  a  convenient  whipping 
boy  to  win  the  applause  of  Arab  poli¬ 
ticians  and  press,  why  try  to  eliminate 
it?  Moreover,  if  the  major  Russian 
objective  is  control  of  Arab  oU,  why 
digress  into  an  attack  on  Israel? 

Unpredictable 

It  is  folly  to  speculate  where  a  youth¬ 
ful,  ambitious  Bizri  or  a  truculent,  un- 
pr^ictable  and  exhibitionist  gambler 
like  Khrushchev  is  involved.  If  Khrush¬ 
chev  holds  power  in  the  Soviet  Union 
today  it  is  thanks  to  the  army.  If  he 
wants  to  continue  to  hold  power,  he  will 
have  to  strengthen  that  army  or  at 
least  weaken  its  adversaries.  Khrush. 
chev  may  find  it  personally  advan¬ 
tageous  to  set  off  a  little  war  which 
could  involve  and  weaken  Western  pow¬ 
ers  without  coet  to  the  Red  Army. 

In  the  opinion  of  Foreign  Minister 
Golda  Meir  of  Israel,  the  Syrian  sit¬ 
uation  represents  ho  less  a  danger  to 
Israel  than  it  does  to  Turkey.  She 
believes  that  the  increasing  build-up  of 
Soviet  arms  and  technicians,  and  the 
continuing  provocative  propagranda  in 
the  press  and  Arabic  languagre  radio 
from  Moscow,  may  embolden  Syria  to 
mount  an  attack  agrainst  Israel. 

On  Sept.  12,  Ambassador  Eban  urged 
Secretary  Dulles  to  make  it  crystal 
clear  that  the  U.S.  and  other  peace- 
loving  powers  would  strongly  oppose 
any  aggpression  against  the  integrrity 
and  independence  of  Middle  East 
states,  including  Israel. 

Eban’s  plea  won  editorial  support 
from  the  New  York  Timee  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  It  said  that  many  people 
were  not  clear  just  exactly  what  Amer¬ 
ican  policy  was  in  the  Middle  East  and 
the  U.S.  should  issue  a  statement  at 
the  highest  level,  reassuring  Israel 
and  indeed  all  the  world  that  the  arms 
being  shipped  to  Jordan  are  for  strict¬ 
ly  defensive  purposes  and  that  this 
government  has  no  intention  of  seeing 
them  put  to  any  other  uses. 

The  Times  added  that  it  was  inclined 
to  agree  with  Eban  that  the  major 
emphasis  ought  to  be  placed  from  now 
on  in  strengthening  social  and  economic 
structures. 

The  Manchester  Guardian  Weekly 
espoused  a  similar  view.  On  Sept.  12, 
the  Guardian  said  that  “a  reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  his  determination  to  resist  ag¬ 
gression  under  the  UN  might  be  the 
most  effective  answer  that  President 
Eisenhower  could  give  to  the  Syrian 
challenge  to  his  Middle  East  policy. 
That  would  have  the  advantage  of  not 
endangering  Israel,  and  even  President 
Nasser  and  General  Bizri  would  find  it 
hard  to  call  it  imperialist.” 


Embarrassed  by  Arab  charges  that 
Jordan  intended  to  use  American  arms 
against  Syria,  Jordan's  Foreign  Min. 
ister  Samir  Rifa'i  told  the  press  on 
Sept.  10: 

**Syria  is  a  sisteriy  Arab  coontry  and 
we  cannot  at  all  tolerate  that  hs  name 
be  linked  with  that  of  Israel,  the  enemy 
of  all  the  Arabs.  ...  If  there  is  anyone 
...  who  believea  that  an  Arab  country 
would  ...  fight  any  other  Arab  country, 

. . .  he  is  . .  .  very  wrong.” 

For  good  measure,  Rifa'i  then  chal¬ 
lenged  the  UE.  position  on  Aqaba: 

**The  Gulf  of  Aqaba  is  100  per  cent 
Arab  and  we  do  not  recognise  any  right 
to  it  by  any  other  quarter.  We  em¬ 
phatically  reject  the  view  advocating 
freedom  of  shipping.  We  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  the  ctmtinncd  presence 
of  UNEF.” 

e 

The  following  day,  the  Amman  radio: 

“Zionism  k  the  prime  enemy  of  the 
Arabs.  Its  annihilation  requires  all 
Arabs  to  unite,  liquidate  the  differences 
among  them  and  not  allow  a  subversive 
imported  doctrine  to  disrupt  their  na¬ 
tional  bonds  of  spiritual  inheritance.” 
e 

Jordan,  Syria  and  Moscow  were  now 
talking  the  same  language.  Next  day. 
General  Bizri  in  Cairo: 

“The  Syrian  people  will  never  rest 
so  long  as  there  remains  in  the  world 
something  called  imperialism,  and  so 
long  as  there  exists  souMthing  called 
Zion  in  occupation  of  bdoved  Pales¬ 
tine.” 

e 

The  Jordanian  radio  on  Sept.  IS: 

“The  arms  vdiich  arrive  in  thk  coun¬ 
try  are  without  strings  attached  and  are 
merely  in  the  nature  of  aid  without  re- 
strictitms  and  commitments.  The  mo* 
mmtt  such  arms  arrive,  they  become 
Jordanian  arms  vdaich  Jordan  can  use 
fredy,  and  in  a  manner  not  restricted 
except  by  the  Arab  agreement. 

“It  k  high  time  that  the  sutes  whidi 
support  the  Jews  understood  .  .  .  that 
those  weapons  will  not  he  used  except 
against  the  enemies  of  the  Arabs.” 
e 

On  the  same  day,  the  Moscow  radio: 

“The  ruling  circles  of  Israd  are  coo- 
tinning  recklesdy  to  |day  with  fire  in 
the  Near  and  Middle  East,  engaging  in 
provocations  constituting  a  danger  to 
the  maintenance  of  peace  in  that  arm 
and  the  whole  wodd  ...  the  leading 
cirdes  of  Israd  are  desperately  grasping 
every  chance  to  serve  the  colonidkt. 
Ihey  are  maintaining  the  country  in  a 
state  of  artifieid  war  hysteria  ...  air 
raid  alarms,  military  maneuvers  ... 
call-ups  of  reservisto . . .  opposing  peace¬ 
ful  co-exktence  widi  ndghhoring  states 
.  .  .  pursuing  a  policy  of  militariaation 
and  fanning  of  the  war  psychoak  hi 
their  coontry.  Ihe  poBey  spdla  danger 
to  the  very  existence  of  laraeL” 
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France’s  objections  that  they  may  be 
used  by  rebels  in  Algeria.  The  Tun¬ 
isian  leader  threatened  that  if  he  did 
not  get  them  from  the  West,  he  would 
turn  elsewhere.  Cairo  then  announced 
that  Nasser  had  agreed  to  supply  them. 
Nasser  is  most  anxious  to  win  Tunisia 
and  Morocco  over  to  the  neutralist  Arab 
bloc.  It  began  to  look  like  another 
disaster  for  the  West.  At  the  last 
minute,  Washington  arranged  for  a 
supply  from  Italy  and  other  European 
governments. 

Plea  for  Peace 

Delegates  to  the  49-nation  Inter¬ 
parliamentary  Union  Conference  at 
London  heard  David  Hacohen,  Israel’s 
delegate,  appeal  to  the  Arab  delegates 
for  peace.  He  was  rebuffed  by  Arab 
delegates  who  were  supported  by  the 
Soviet  Union,  Bulg^aria,  Czechoslovakia 
and  Pakistan. 

Arab  delegates  later  put  through  a 
resolution  recommending  that  the  “UN 
give  to  the  Arab  refugees  the  consider¬ 
ation  which  the  justice  of  their  case 
calls  for,  and  find  a  final  solution  to 
their  problem  "by  enforcing  resolutions 
already  taken  by  the  UN;  and  until 
such  a  solution  is  found,  to  give  ade¬ 
quate  financial  assistance.’’  The  Israel 
delegation  offered  an  amendment  to 
make  the  resolution  apply  to  “all”  refu¬ 
gees  —  not  just  “Arabs”.  American 
congressmen  and  most  West  Europeans 
supported  the  Israel  amendment.  The 
Communist  bloc;  most  Asians,  except 
Burma  and  Thailand;  Italy,  Finland 
and  Spain  supported  the  Arab  position. 
The  Israel  amendment  lost,  332  to  181. 
The  British  delegation  abstained. 

In  Briof 

Egypt  has  seized  an  Israel  fishing 
vessel  and  crew  .  .  .  Lebanon  started 
work  on  the  Litani  River  power  and 
irrigation  project  —  a  6%  mile  tunnel 
through  the  mountains  —  to  double 
Lebanon’s  electric  output  and  to  irri¬ 
gate  8,500  acres.  The  cost  is  343  mil¬ 
lion.  The  World  Bank  is  putting  up 
|27  million  .  .  .  Egyptians  are  angered 
because  the  U.  S.  has  halted  shipments 
of  parts  for  Suez  Canal  tugs,  has  re¬ 
duced  shipments  of  grease  and  lubri¬ 
cating  oils  by  a  third,  and  won’t  export 
ball  bearings  .  .  .  Negotiations  between 
Esypt  and  Aristotle  Onassis,  Greek 
shipping  magnate,  for  the  construction 
of  an  oil  pipeline  to  parallel  the  Suez 
Canal  are  reported  to  have  collapsed 
because  Onassis  could  not  induce  other 
investors  to  join  him,  as  Egypt  had 
demanded  . . .  Ceylon  b^omes  the  sixth 
Asian  country  to  establish  diplomatic 
relations  with  Israel.  The  others  are 
Burma,  Laos,  Thailand,  Philippines  and 
Japan  .  .  .  And  last  week  Saud  jolted 
Detroit,  as  well  as  Washington,  when 
he  bought  a  $1,400,000  fleet  of  Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz  cars. 


Communist  penetration  of  Syria  was 
sharply  debat^  at  the  opening  of  the 
UN  General  Assembly  where  Secretary 
Dulles  was  able  to  put  the  USSR  on 
the  defensive  by  a  sweeping  condem¬ 
nation  of  its  tactics  and  objectives. 

On  Sept.  19,  Dulles  told  the  Assembly 
that  Russia’s  rulers  had  long  sought 
domination  in  the  Middle  East,  that 
Molotov  had  tried  to  secure  this  am¬ 
bition  by  agreement  with  Hitler  in 
1940,  and  that  after  the  war  the  Com¬ 
munists  had  tried  to  remain  in  Iran, 
had  sought  trusteeship  in  Libya,  and 
had  fomented  subversion  against 
Greece.  Between  1946  and  1949,  their 
principal  theatre  was  Central  Europe. 
They  then  shifted  to  the  Far  East. 

“In  1966,  the  Soviet  rulers  began  in¬ 
tensive  propaganda  to  incite  the  Arab 
nations  to  believe  that  with  Soviet 
arms,  with  Soviet  technicians  and  with 
Soviet  political  backing,  they  could  ac¬ 
complish  extreme  nationalistic  ambi¬ 
tions,”  Dulles  said. 

“In  Syria,  Soviet  bloc  arms  were 
exultantly  received  and  political  power 
has  increasingly  been  taken  over  by 
those  who  depend  upon  Moscow.  True 
patriots  have  been  driven  from  posi¬ 
tions  of  power  by  arrests  or  intimida¬ 
tion.” 

Dulles  charged  that  the  Soviet  Union 
is  violating  the  “Essentials  for  Peace” 
resolution  adopted  by  the  UN  in  1949, 
which  calls  upon  every  nation  “to  re¬ 
frain  from  any  threat  or  acts,  direct 
or  indirect,  aimed  at  impairing  the 
freedom,  independence  or  integrity  of 
any  state.” 

“Also,”  Dulles  said,  “we  believe  that 
these  Soviet  acts  may,  perhaps  unwit¬ 
tingly,  lead  the  recipients  of  Soviet 
arms  into  acts  of  direct  aggression. 

“Those  who  feel  an  abnormal  sense 
of  power,  as  a  result  of  the  recent  put¬ 
ting  into  their  hands  of  large  amounts 
of  Soviet  bloc  arms,  are  being  incited 
against  their  neighbors  by  violent 
propaganda.  This  is  risky  business.” 

Dulles  said  the  Assembly  ought  to 
consider  and  discuss  the  situation  in 
the  Middle  Elast  but  he  was  not  ready 
to  offer  a  specific  resolution. 

e 

Foreign  Minister  Andrei  A.  Gromyko 
of  the  USSR  replied  to  Dulles  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  He  charged  that  Syria  is 
the  object  of  imperialistic  intrigues, 
rude  political  and  economic  pressure, 
plots  against  her  government,  and  is 
more  and  more  frequently  threatened 
with  open  military  intervention,  be¬ 


cause  she  has  refused  to  submit  to  for¬ 
eign  dictation. 

“It  is  alleged  that  there  exists  some 
kind  of  a  danger  for  the  Near  and 
Middle  Blast  on  the  part  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  But  since  no  such  danger  ex¬ 
ists,  they  can  say  nothing  intelligible. 

“True,  they  say  that  some  of  the 
appointments  to  political  posts  in  Syria 
are  not  to  the  liking  of  Washington. 
But  why  should  questions  like  that  be 
settled  in  Washington? 

“The  Soviet  Union  cannot  place  itself 
in  the  position  of  an  impassive  observer, 
while  the  Near  ud  Middle  East  is 
being  turned  into  a  permanent  hotbed 
of  military  conflicts.  Their  organizers 
should  realise  that  the  Soviet  Union 
cannot  watch  impassively  over  a  situ¬ 
ation  that  bears  upon  its  own  security.” 

He  insisted  that  the  situation  could 
be  improved  by  a  four-power  pact  to 
renounce  the  use  of  force  in  the  region 
and  any  interference  in  internal  affairs. 
He  urged  the  Assembly  to  consider  this. 

When  the  Soviet  Union  first  sug¬ 
gested  such  a  four-power  agreement,  it 
also  proposed  an  arms  embargo.  Now 
this  has  been  dropped.  Having  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  persuading  the  Syrians  to 
become  a  Communist  arms  depot,  the 
Russians  are  apparently  unwilling  to 
forego  their  advantage. 

The  Arab  states  did  not  like  Dulles’ 
speech  focusing  attention  on  Syria.  The 
Arabs  are  becoming  resentful  over  the 
fact  that  the  international  community 
believes  they  have  imperiled  the  peace 
by  their  flirtation  with  the  Kremlin. 

There  were  reports  that  the  western 
powers  might  propose  sending  a  peace 
observation  mission  to  study  conditions 
in  the  Middle  East,  but  this  is  not  likely 
since  it  could  embarrass  a  number  of 
Asian  countries  which,  however  sym¬ 
pathetic  they  might  be  to  Dulles’  view, 
would  dislike  to  take  a  voting  position 
in  disagreement  with  the  Arab  League, 
e 

Lebanon’s  Charles  Malik  shrewdly 
clinched  the  presidency  of  the  next 
8'»sion  of  the  UN  General  Assembly. 
Although  he  knew  that  the  U.  S.  and 
other  Western  powers  were  backing  Sir 
Leslie  Knox  Munro  of  New  Zealand, 
he  announced  his  candidacy  at  this 
session.  Soviet  support  was  immedi¬ 
ately  forthcoming  and  the  U.  S.  was 
embarrassed  because  Malik  is  said  to 
be  pro- West.  Malik  then  withdrew, 
cleared  the  way  for  Monro,  apparently 
won  commitments  for  U.  S.  support  at 
the  next  session. 

4,  D.  C.  MMars,  L  L  Kmmm,  ANm  Immt. 
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